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THE EVANSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY CELEBRATED 150 YEARS IN 2023. 

Happy 150th!
Reflecting on our journey from humble 
beginnings in 1873 to the vibrant hub of community 
engagement we are today fills me with immense pride 
and excitement. It’s been an incredible 150 years of 
evolution, growth, and unwavering dedication to our 
mission of expanding access and fostering connection 
within the beautiful tapestry of Evanston.

As the newly appointed Executive Director, I am excited 
to present this annual report highlighting the significant 
milestones and accomplishments that have shaped our 
journey. From humble beginnings with just 932 books 
to our current extensive range of resources catering 
to diverse cultures, interests, abilities, and age groups, it’s indeed been a remarkable 
evolution. Our dedication to inclusivity and belonging shines through in our robust 
programming, collections in both physical and digital formats, and our passionate team, 
which reflects the vibrant diversity of our community.

I am thrilled to embark on the journey with the Evanston Public Library team to steer 
us toward a future that mirrors our residents’ dynamic needs. Guided by the invaluable 
feedback garnered through insightful community conversations, we are crafting a 
bold new strategic plan to honor our past and pave the way for the next 150 years of 
excellence.

I encourage everyone to join us in shaping this exciting new chapter. Your participation 
is vital, whether you wear our limited-edition EPL tee shirt, carry our tote, donate to 
support our efforts, attend our enriching programs, volunteer, or seek guidance for your 
next literary adventure. Our community’s unwavering support and collective belief have 
propelled us through the last 150 years and will continue to steer us toward a sustainable 
future.

Together, let’s celebrate our rich heritage, embrace the boundless opportunities that lie 
ahead, and reaffirm our steadfast dedication to the noble cause of access and belonging 
for all. The Evanston Public Library isn’t just a building filled with books; it’s a beacon of 
hope, knowledge, and community spirit. And with your continued support, there’s no 
limit to what we can achieve.

Here’s to the next 150 years of inspiration, connection, and empowerment!

Warm regards,
Yolande Wilburn
Executive Director
Evanston Public Library

EPL’s new Executive Director 
Yolande Wilburn

2023 at a glance
WE DID A LOT THIS YEAR

Our Board of 
TrusteesLIBRARY CARDS 

ISSUED

5,269

PROGRAMS HELD IN-
PERSON, ONLINE, AND 
ALL OVER EVANSTON

1,993
ITEMS CIRCULATED 
(NEARLY 30% WERE 
eBOOKS AND OTHER 
DIGITAL MATERIALS!)

1.06M

AVERAGE SAVED BY 
PATRONS USING 
THEIR LIBRARY 

CARDS

$530
GENEROUS DONORS 

(SEE PAGE 16 FOR
 OUR GRATITUDE!)

1,218

VOLUNTEER 
  HOURS

6,470

INCREASE IN 
COMPUTER 

USE

43%

Evanston Public Library 
Board of Trustees 
are appointed by 
the Mayor and serve 
staggered three-year 
terms:

Tracy Fulce, president
Arikpo Dada
Kathryn Hazelett
Cate Huggins
Michelle Mills
Meghan Shea
Terry Soto
Esther Wallen

Board meetings are 
held on the second 
Wednesdays of most 
months at 6:30 p.m.  
and are open to the 
public. Learn more and 
contact the Board at 
epl.org/board.
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FAMILIES GOT
 ONLINE AT HOME 

WITH OUR WIFI 
HOTSPOTS

283



The Library’s first book 
auto hit the road in 1920, 

and EPL was the first 
Library in the area to use 

a mobile unit in a city. 
Others had only been used 

in rural areas.

The first commercially 
built bookmobile takes to 

the streets 

1946

The Library’s first 
building opens after a 
$5,000 Carnegie gift

1908

EPL gets its first 
online public access 

catalog

1979

Our anniversary celebration recognized 
150 years of connecting to our Evanston 
community with special programming and book 
lists throughout the year, an open house, and an 
exhibit of historical images and artifacts from the 
last century and a half. 

In honor, we also created 
150 Evanston Authors, 
celebrating Evanston’s 
literary contributions over 
the last century and a half. 
Stop by to pick up a copy and 
check out a book by a local 
author from our shelves. 

An Open House held in October at both our locations 
drew hundreds of patrons for free EPL branded 
giveaways, special drop-in programming, behind-the-
scenes tours of the Main Library.

2023
EPL celebrates 150 years! 
Patrons check out a million 

titles visit more than 
413,000 times.

1873
Taxpayers vote 

unanimously for a 2 cent 
per $1,000 tax, first 

founding EPL
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Celebrating 150 Years



The earliest hint that Evanston’s children might 
want to use the Library came in 1899 when the 
Library formed a league among school children to 
encourage an interest in books with the motto: “Clean 
hearts, clean hands, clean books.” Since then, a lot 
of sticky fingers have paged through our children’s 
collection, fostering a curiosity not just about books 
but the wider world.  

Today, our summer ABC Boosters program, in 
partnership with D65, D202, and the Youth Job 
Center gets kids ready for kindergarten by improving 
language development and alphabet fluency -- all 
while employing teen helpers -- thanks to a D65 
grant. Children who visited the library this year also 
practiced motor skills and critical thinking with crafts, 
and scavenger hunts, read to therapy dogs, and 
listened to dozens of books hand selected by our 
expert children’s 
librarians and 
read aloud at 
our popular 
story times. 

Our story times have always been our most popular programs, 
and today, they’re designed to be more inclusive than ever, 

with programs like the Young and the Restless geared towards 
even the tiniest bibliophiles,Drag Queen Story Time in honor 

of Pride Month, Hearts of Readers story time led by residents 
of Misericordia, and Diversión en Español for Spanish-

speaking families.   

The Blueberries return!

PROGRAMS & SERVICES FOR YOUTH
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150 years of inspiring 
curious readers

Teen volunteers 
have been a part 

of our summer 
literacy programs 
for children since 

at least 1968!

Thanks to a partnership with City Clerk Stephanie 
Mendoza, new families picking up birth certificates 
receive a Welcome Baby Kits with baby’s first book, a 
bib, and resources for fostering early literacy.

The nationally recognized Blueberry Awards made their 
return this year, honoring excellent children’s literature 
that strengthens kids’ connections with nature and 
fosters a greater appreciation for our environment. The 
Blueberry List is divided into one overall winner and 25 
Honor books, plus six Changemaker books recognized 
for their outstanding achievement in educating and 

rallying kids to contribute to the environment in ways 
only they can. Our awards committee expanded 

their impact this year with programs for 
educators to learn about the books and 

how to incorporate them into their 
curricula.



150 years 
of growing 
alongside 
teenagers 

PROGRAMS & SERVICES FOR TEENS

EPL librarian wins ALA’s ‘I 
Love My Librarian’ Award
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But first, we had to figure out who they 
were. When our library staff began sorting through our 
archives of old news clipping about EPL’s old programs 
and resources, one of our finds included a 1954 guide 
for parents called “What IS a Teenager?” We’re happy 
to say we’ve since figured it out. Today’s Evanston 
teenagers can drop by our Teen Loft any day of the 
week and discover something new for every interest, 
including our free STEAM opportunities for 5th-8th 
graders across Evanston. The Cardboard Carnival, Code 
It Challenge, and Film It Challenge engage teens with 
science and engineering and provide students who 
are underrepresented in STEM fields with the mentors, 
equipment, and instruction they need to compete on a 
level playing field, thanks to grants from the Office of the 
Illinois Secretary of State. 

The American Library 
Association recognized 
EPL’s Innovation and Digital 
Learning Manager Elacsha 
Madison with the I Love My Librarian Award. Madison 
was nominated by Evanston community members for her 
innovative and collaborative programming, including a 
partnership benefitting Girls 4 Ghana -- Evanston teens 
(below) learn STEM skills while sewing sanitary pads for 
teens in Ghana to keep young women in school. 

In our wildly popular after school and summer camp 
gardening programs, teens learned indoor growing 
techniques like hydroponics, and gave away 336 
heads of greens and another 216 bunches of herbs 
through community fridges, thanks to grants from the 
Whole Kids Foundation and KidsGardening. 

-Evanston mom, about EPL’s STEM summer camp 

“My son had a wonderful experience and 
gained so much more than just knowledge 
in STEM. Not only did he learn a lot this 
summer but he also learned how to be a kid 
and make friends. I really am grateful.”



150 years of creating 
lifelong learners 

PROGRAMS & SERVICES FOR ADULTS

Evanston’s entire history in 
one integrated database
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For decades, our librarians have been 
spreading the message that your library is so much 
more than just books. From a collection of art you 
could borrow to hang in your home to pianola rolls 
for your player piano, the Evanston Public Library 
has been experimenting with new programs and 
services 

No matter your age, there’s always something new 
to discover at EPL, from a new book to your latent 
creative side. Thanks to a grant from Age Options, 

our recently expanded 
programs for older adults 
include popular art workshops 
led by professional artists to 
our Memory Cafes for adults 
with dementia and their 
caregivers. 

History looks different depending on who’s writing 
it down. That’s why EPL and Shorefront Legacy 
Center partnered up to preserve all of Evanston’s 
current and historic newspapers in one integrated 
searchable database. You can now read the 
Evanston Newsette, Evanston’s paper of record 
serving the Black community across four decades, 
alongside the Evanston Review and several 
shuttered papers under our Evanston History 
Resources at epl.org.

Shorefront Legacy Center Founder Dino Robinson 
unveiled the newly integrated newspaper database at 
EPL’s 150th Open House.  

“I have always thought that the senior population 
is an underserved and somewhat ignored part 
of the community. These outreach programs 
are beneficial. I always feel so enriched when I 
leave!”

Art for Older Adults participant 

Get creative with our Sip N 
Paint programs for ages 21 
and older at Temperance 
Beer Co. or our Art for Older 
Adults series. 



This summer EPL, in 
collaboration with the 

Fleetwood Jourdain 
Theatre brought 1619: 

The Journey of a People 
to Evanston for a series of 

performances at Evanston 
Township High School and 

the community Juneteenth 
Celebration. 

Above, a community art installation painted by EPL patrons led by local artist Alfonso “Piloto” Nieves asks visitors to the Robert 
Crown Reading Garden to reflect on issues of migration. 

The West Branch library operated 1975-81 with the 
goal of becoming an integral part of the surrounding 
community.

Patrons conducted 6,258 searches 
on through EPL’s Evanston Care 
Network portal, which connects 
residents to free and low-cost food, 
housing, childcare and other 
services, thanks to a grant from the 
Evanston Community Foundation. 

6258
150 years of engaging the 
Evanston community 

In operation from 1975 to 1981 and staffed largely by 
Black librarians, EPL’s West Branch in Evanston’s Fifth Ward 
hosted events with noted Black authors including National 
Book Award winner Charles Johnson, programs for all ages, 
and once even Muhammad Ali (he stopped by after getting a 
haircut across the street). 

Today, our engagement team is charged with bringing 
programs and services outside the walls of the library and 
bringing new patrons in through community collaborations. 
Beyond our extensive programming during Black History 
Month and Hispanic Heritage Month that collaborates with 
local BIPOC-owned businesses, our family engagement 
coordinators innovate with programs like Tea & Talk and 
Cafecitos that connect BIPOC community members with 
influential local leaders to support advocacy and belonging. 
They coordinate crafts, lectures, and events like Drag 
Queen Bingo for Pride Month. They also bring programs to 
unexpected locations, like our Sip N Paint and Adult Lego 
Night events at Temperance Beer Co. to spark an interest in 
all the library has to offer for potential new patrons. 
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Fix it, compost it, or upcycle 
it at eco-friendly programs 
With entire buildings full of books to borrow and 
return, there are few places more eco-friendly than 
a library, but EPL takes going green to a whole other 
level with programs to educate and inspire.   

This year the Library hosted an entire week of 
programs in honor of International Compost Week, 
and you can even drop your own compostable items 
off in the bins at the Robert Crown Community 
Center.  

The popular Evanston Repair Cafe partners people with 
handy skills like clothing, electronics and jewelry repair 
and their broken items to get them working like new and 
keep them out of landfills. 



Total Revenues $9,268,687

Financial Summary 

The Evanston Public Library 
is committed to providing equitable 
access to resources despite the 
restrictions of our funding disparities. 
Through creative partnerships and 
generous philanthropic support, 
we’re expanding our capacity. 
During 2023 our collaborative 
efforts enabled us to meet our 
individual fundraising goals one 
more time, demonstrating the power 
of community in driving positive 
change. We can’t do this good work 
without YOU. Whether you contribute 
time, resources, or simply participate 
in our programs, your support 
enriches our library community.

Join us in our journey to ensure 

FOR 150 YEARS, EPL’S MISSION 
HAS BEEN EXPANDING ACCESS 
TO IDEAS AND RESOURCES

Facing inflationary costs, in 2022, the Library Board increased its budget request 
by about $25 a year for a median home. But EPL receives far less funding than our 
neighboring libraries — just $93 per person in tax revenue on average, less than half 
than that of the Wilmette and Northbrook public libraries. About 3% of a property 
owner’s tax bill, or roughly $280 for a home valued at $400,000, funds the Library.

EPL remains a vital resource for 
all Evanston residents for years to 
come. Whether you’re renewing 
your commitment or considering 
getting involved for the first time, your 
participation is essential. Together, 
we create a library that serves and 
strengthens our entire community.

To learn more about how you can 
contribute or get involved, please 
visit our website, volunteer at epl.
org/volunteer, or donate online at 
epl.org/donate. For further inquiries, 
contact Wynn Shawver, Development 
Manager, at (847)-448-8657. 

Philanthropy

Donations $403,878

Grants $220,233

Endowment $166,460

Other non-tax revenues
Taxes
Debt Service Fund

$790,571

$7,632,769
$507,912

$337,435

Personnel
Services, Materials, Equipment
Library Collection

Debt Service Fund

$5,818,742

$951,256

$507,913

$965,898

Revenues

Expenditures

Shared City Services $294,996

$0
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$100

$150

$200

$250

NorthbrookWilmetteSkokieOak Park Evanston

Funded far below our neighbors
The Evanston Public Library receives about half the tax funding per resident 
compared to our neighboring communities.

Source: 2022 Illinois Public Library Annual Report

$93

$178 $181 $197
$237

Local tax allotment per resident - far below our neighbors
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WHAT IT TAKES TO FULFILL OUR MISSION 

How do your savings stack up?
The Evanston Public Library offers a great return on 
your investment. The average library patron saves $530 
a year checking out books and other physical materials 
from our library, plus hundreds more on downloadable 

books, audiobooks and movies -- not to mention 
our nearly 1,000 free programs every year! 

Find out how much you saved. Visit epl.org/
savings, enter your library card number, and 
see how your savings stack up!

Ready to give? 
Donate online today 
at epl.org/donate, or 
scan here: 

Capital Expenditures $1,192,903

Total Expenditures $9,731,708



$25,000 and above
Anonymous

$10,000 - $25,000
Julie Farley
Monica L. Gormley
Margaret and Paul Lurie
Elizabeth Tisdahl and the                               

Elizabeth Beidler Tisdahl 
Foundation 

Carolyn Young and Howard 
Voeks

$5,000 - $9,999	
Anonymous (2)
Edward and Rose Donnell 

Foundation
Kenneth Forbus
Marianne and Dave Griebler
Howard Family Foundation
Burt Jamison
Carolyn and Ben Myszkowski
Ruth D. Rosin

$2,500 - $4,999	
Anonymous
Joseph Brennan and Leslie Shad
Paul and Mary Finnegan

Thank you for your generosity... 

Peter and Rachel Lewis
Judith and Thomas Monroe
Susan Munro
Eleanor and William Revelle
Paul Smith and Michelle Mills
Jim Vaughan

$1,000 - $2,499	
Anonymous (6)
Dee Dee Allen and Ernie Jacobi
Marion M. Anderson
Molly and Bruce Baars
Rita and Robert Bailey
Jennifer and David Blickenstaff
David Bohan
Michael Choy
Deborah Crimmins and Paul 

Goerss
Alison Edwards
Nancy and Daniel Engel
Judith Falconer and John 

Saliba
Jean and Andrew Fies
Nona C. Flores
Lucinda Fox and John Mancini
Rod and Sarah Gardner
Tina and Dan Garrison
Dana Green and Thomas 

Clancy
Benn Greenspan
Steve Hagerty and Lisa 

Altenbernd
Suzanne and Daniel Kanter
Jared and Esther Lee
Jessica Lee
Lewis-Sebring Family 

Foundation
Bob and Carol Lounsbury
Kirsti MacPherson and Greg 

Sorenson
Karl Otto
Benjamin and Mary Page
Michael Pettersen and Jan 

Marie Aramini
Robert Pitt
Wendy Pollock and Peter Gann
Sarah Pritchard and Neal Blair
Joan Safford
Jacob Schtevie
Rebecca Severson
Lynne Simon
David and Marilyn Soglin
Richard and Joyce Talsky
Mary Tobin
Betsy Tolstedt and Patrick 

Walsh
Vail Family Foundation
Jean and John Wadsworth
Kristie Walstrum
Cherie B. Weil
Rosenbaum Witt Family Fund
Melissa A. Wynne and David 

Foster

$500 - $999	
Anonymous (12)
Marsha Abbott
Barry Alberts
Carrie and Rob Andalman
Rebecca Anderson
Judith Artwick
Amanda Bartosiak and Paul 

Hartzog
Kathleen M. Bell
Dave Berger
Susan Besson
Camille and Jim Blachowicz
Brenner Family Fund
Michael Brody and Elizabeth 

Ester
Richard and Carolyn Brooks
Thomas Carmichael
Michael Carnow
Faye Clayton
Michelle Cohen

Joan Diamond
Mary Anne Diehl and James B 

Kauffman
Ebels Duggan Family Fund
Robert M. Easter and Linda 

Brennan Easter
Arlene Erlebacher
Chan Family
Suzanne Farrand
Tiffany Farris and George DeMet
Anne Flosi
Barbara Franco
kellcie fund
Barbara Goodman and Seth 

Weinberger
Sallie and Alan Gratch
Jody Garber Gross
Susan and Robert Gundlach
Karen Alter-Hanson and Brian 

Hanson
Carole Henry
Tom and Gail Hodges
Billy Hunt
Allyson Hunter
Gerald and Barbara Israelite
Gweneth G. Jessen
Marla Johnson
Janice Kaye
Kids Gardening
Mary and David Koester
Julie and Michael Kundert
Richard Lanyon and Marsha 

Richman
Joanna Lingnau
Chris Lundervold
Louise Mason
Hoy and Patti McConnell
Ann McDermott
John and Thekla Metz
Susan and Thomas Moran
Ellen Morgan and Sheldon 

Zenner
Judy Newton
Anthony and Andrea Nocchiero
Emily Thomas and Daniel 

Orrock
Barbara Phelan
Tom Pichert
Cindi and Earl Rachowicz
Michelle and Brent Rogers
Mary Beth Roth
Marianne Schapiro
John Scheinle
Erin and Christopher Schmidt
Michael Schnur and Janice J. 

Liten
Morgan Simmons

Jonathan and Jennifer Stern
Megan Sullivan
Edna TerMolen
Ticus Family Fund
Naeema Torres
Stephanie  Ungashick 
Sarah Utley and Angus 

Macaulay
Ben and Nicole Van Laan
Robert Veeneman
Smriti Wagle
Nancy Weber
Constance and Hugh Williams
Barry and Janie Winkler
Jan Womack

$250 - $499	
Anonymous (12)
Allan Alson and Sue Ann Glaser
Lee Nagan and Amy Davis
Jon and Lyn Appelbaum
Cinda Axley
Frank and Kim Barbaro
David G. Barnum
Janis Battle
Marcia Baum
John Benson
Beverly  Bloom
Joan Borg
Riva Branch
Susan Breen
Carl and Jeanine Brownell
Charles Broy
Cynthia Bumbry
Judy Carlsen and Jerry Woods
Steve and Ginger Carr
Carrie Charles
Chavkin Family
Amanda Cheng
Bernie Cohen and Judy F. Chiss
Donald and Nancy Churchill
Georgia A. Cohen
Sue Burzawa and Kevin 

Coughlin
Nancy Cunniff and Alan 

Zunamon
Suvankar Das Gupta
Morton and Reva Denlow
Sally and Pierre deVincentis
Margaret Dewar
Cora and Brad Donahue
Peter and Vicki Donati
Andrew Dove
Jon and Susanne Dutcher
Eva Eisenstein
Jeffrey and Stephanie 

Engstrom

Ellen and Jerry Esrick
Linda Faller
Chet Farley
Sharon Feigon and Steven 

Bialer
Susan and Martin Fine
Deena and Jordan Fischer
Gary and Holly Fisher
Natalie and Morris Fisher
Jerry Folz and Stacie Boney
Judith Fradin
Elaine Frangedakis and Patrick 

McFadden
William and Lynda Frillman
Pat and Jerry Fuller
Anna Galland
Ellen and George Galland
Catherine and John Garra
Lynn and Mark Gendleman
Ann C. Gunter
Robert Handler
Charles and Elizabeth Hayford
Susan Held
Allison Henry
Libby and Win Hill
Lola and David Himrod
James Hinde
Joyce Hodel
Doug and Linda Honnold
Richnak Household
Carol Ivy
Susan Jeffers
Marianne Jozsi
Jerome and Susan Kahn
Rhoda and Michael Kamin
Timothy Keiderling
Julie Kimmel and Philip 

Schluter
Cynthia Kirk
Kornfield/Wild Family
Liz and Stephen Krupkin
Laurie and Jack Lawlor
Patricia Lechowicz
Leslie and Paul Lehner
Gerrie Liaw
Susan Litoff
Karissa Marcello
Cynthia Martin
Joan McLane
David Melton
Janet and Christian Messenger
Rick Kinnebrew and Martha 

Meyer
James Millikan
Kelly Morgan
Elaine and Matt Moy Johnson
Mara Neill

The Evanston Public Library gratefully 
acknowledges the contributions of our 
donors. 

$100,000+
Office of the Illinois Secretary 

of State

$25,000 - $99,999
Evanston/Skokie School 

District #65

$5,000 - $24,999	
	 AgeOptions
	 Cooperative Computer 

Services
	 Reaching Across Illinois 

Library Systems (RAILS)

$1,000 - $4,999	
Califa Group
Evanston Community 

Foundation
Evanston Public Library 

Friends
Institue of Museum and 

Library Services
Partners of the Evanston 

Public Library
The Links, Incorporated
Whole Kids Foundation

$999 and below	
National Science Foundation
Northwestern University
Oakton College

Organizational Support

Individuals and Family Foundation Support



William J. Neilson
Jane Neumann and Steve Bogira
Therese Newman Givens
Bette and Ronald O’Nan
Linda M. Otto
Vaishali Patel
Barbara Peloquin
Roger and Lee Perlstadt
Daniel Pinkert and Freddi 

Greenberg
John Pratt
Ellen and Bill Pullin
Gail Radzevich
Douglas Reimer
Mary Roden
Wade Rodgers
Geoffrey Rollins
John and Susan Ross
Jane and Tony Rothschild
Judy and David Schiffman
Edward Schneidman
Greg Schoeffmann
Marybeth Schroeder
Jennifer Schuessler
Jody Schuster and Steve Roth
Mary Jean Serene
Anne E. Shafer
Jim and Rita Sheinin
Patricia Skaja
Charles L. Sonneborn III
Oehme and Winslow Soule
Anna Speicher
Kelly Spence
Ingrid and William Stafford
Ronna Stamm and Paul 

Lehman
Julie Strauss and Joel Brown
Larry Suffredin and Gloria Callaci
Susanne Swisher
David Tekler
Rachel Tigner and Barrett 

Milliken
Laura Tilly and Derek Cottier
David Turner
Marion Verp
Shyanmei Wang and Peter 

McNamara
Bex Way
Lisa and Jason Way
Jane and Jeremy Wilson
Carolyn Wing
Lisa Yee
Janice and Edward Zulkey

$100 - $249	
Anonymous (59)
David Abrams

Beth and Anthony Adler
Susan Agate and Michael 

Slutsky
Adrian Allen
Josefina Alvarez
Bruce Amsterdam and Ilene 

Grossman
Nancy D. Anderson
Marsha Anderson-Niazmand
Andrews-Subrahmanian Family
Alfred D. Andreychuk
Laura Antolin
Terry and Susan Applebaum
Anamarie and John Arndt
Judy Aronson and Marc Hilton
Virginia F. Ayers
Linda Baker and Eric Wicks
Linda and Randy Balla
Maria  Ballantyne
Sunny Balsam and Eliezer 

Margolis
Gerry and Rita Bambrick
Elaine Bankoff
Mary Beth Barrett-Newman
Carole Bass
Ravi Batista
Joan Dretzka Batlle
Gerhard Baumann
Aimee Bekwith
The Bell Family
Robert Benirschke
Florin Berca and Jane 

Hampson
Anne Berkeley
Jordan Bernfield
Terri Bernsohn
Karl and Diane Berolzheimer
Katherine Best
Anne and Bill Bevan
Madhu Bieber
Helga Binder
Phyllis Bird
Linda and Bob Bonges
Judith M. Bowman
Bruce Boyer and Veronica 

Chapa
Tom and Debbie Brejcha
Jacqueline Brenner
Michele Bresler and Barry 

Goldberg
William and Barbara Bridges
Steven Brostoff
Pat Broughton
Mary Brown
Paul and Margo Brown
Sandra and Charles Brown
Elizabeth Buccheri

John and Roberta Buchanan
Ellen Burton
Jana Butman
Pamela Butterfield
Jean Butzen and Jim Strickler
Elizabeth and Jerry Cummings 
Marie Cabiya
Carnegie and Doris Calian
Robin and Joseph Caprile
Patricia Carrington
Frantz Cartright
Patricia Chase-Lansdale
Susan Cherry
Nancy Clark
Moira Clarke and Steve Golber
Liz and Skip Coggin
Douglas Cole
Josephine and Jerome Conlon
Trisha Connolly
Danielle Courier
Charles Coustan
Jennifer Coyne
Candace Crawford
Carolyn Crimi
John and Mary Jo Crosby
Mary Jane Crotty
Elizabeth and Jerry Cummings
Derek Curnow
Piotr Czmut
Mark Daniels
Barbara and Michael Davis
Kim Davis
Marlo Del Percio
Susan Delby
Deborah DeManno
Mindi Dewey-Rosburg
Ruthanne DeWolfe
Patricia Dicke
Reni Dickman
Leo and Bonnie Dohogne
Barbara Siles Donnelly
Larry Donoghue
Susan Doxtator and Christian 

Murphy
Donald and Antje Draganski
David Dranoff and Wendy 

Epstein
Natalie and Joshua Dranoff
Natalie and Josh Dranoff
Judy and Michael Duhl
Lonnie Dunlap
Stephanie and Brad Dunlap
Margret Duvall
Alice Eagly
Mary Alice Erickson
Laura Etchen
Connie Fabbrini and Joel 

Spitzer
Scott Feldman
Sheran K. Fiedler
Rebecca and Paul Fields
Mark and Kathy Fisher

Naomi and Stephen Fisher
Joseph Flynn
Matt Fogelberg
Jeff and Julie Forgash
Foster Senior Group
Troy Foster
Rachel Fowler
Martin and Andrea Freed
Julie and Arthur Friedman
Kathleen McCourt and Warren 

Friedman
Sono Fuji and Claudio Katz
Carolyn Gallogly
Janet Gans Epner and Paul 

Epner
Mary and Larry Gavin
Jean Gershuny
Victoria Getis
Anita Gewurz
Yvette Gideon and Rodger 

Sonneborn
Susan Gilkey
Joan and Dennis Gillespie
Gerald Ginsburg
Patricia Gladden
Anne and Bill Goldstein
Gail and Don Goldstein
Neal Goodfriend
Kathleen Grady and Victor 

Grimm
Cheryl Graham
Elizabeth and David Graham
Marla Green
Matthew Green
Nahoko Green
Lisa Meyerowitz and Daniel 

Greene
Barbara Greenspan
Cynthia Greising
Mary Griswold
Cheryl Haack
Rudy Haidle
Cathleen and John 

Hammerschlag
Lyndal Hanna
Laura and James Hansen
Jackie and Dennis Harder
Iris Krieg
Dorothy Harza
Peter Hebein
Beth Hebert
Kimberly M. Hegelund
Anne Heider and R. Stephen 

Warner
John and Anne Heinz
Robert and Susan Henderson
Kathryn Henke
Catherine and Ben Hicks
Susan Hilkevitch
Brian and Janet Hoffman
Bill and Emilie Hogan
Julie Honness

Michele Hooper
Kim Hopes and Louis Auricho
Joseph Horne
Agnes Horvat
Hillis Howie and Margaret 

Shaklee
Barbara Huffman
Kate Hunt
Shawn and Sarah Iles
Jessica Isaac
Janet Jakobsen
Eric James
Imke Janssen
Karen Jared
Ravi Jhaveri and Caren 

Mangarelli
Lise and Tomohisa Jinno
Carol Johnson and Gregory 

Sultan
Doris J. Johnson

Donna and Michael Jurdy
Michael and Margi Kahn
Ellie Kalish
Kristin Kanoy Spear
Ben Kaplan
Harry Goldin, M.D. and Jane 

Kaplan
Nisa Kaplan
Linda Kellough
Lynn Kendall
Terry Kennedy
Philip and Gaye Kenny
Tim Kenny
JoAnn King
Elizabeth Kinney
Susan Knight
Lawrence Kohn
Judy Koon
Robert Korajczyk
Barbara Kramer

The Evanston Public Library gratefully 
acknowledges the contributions of our 
donors. 

Volunteer with EPL!
Each year, hundreds of volunteers give their 
time to the library shelving books, assisting with 
programs, delivering books on wheels and more. 
Learn more at epl.org/volunteer.

Or join the Partners of the Evanston Public Library 
— our kind of PEPL! The new 501c3 established 
to promote the Library hosted a series of pop-up 
events and a Readathon in honor of our 150th 
anniversary. The PEPL meet 
at 7 p.m. on the second 
Monday of each month at the 
Robert Crown Branch. Sign 
up to express your interest at 
eplpartners.org. 

GIVE THE GIFT OF YOUR TIME



Tees, totes and other gear 
celebrating the freedom to read is 
still available for order at epl.org.

Sara Krentz
Kevin Kreuser
Herbert Krug
Carolyn Krulee
Sally Ku
Roger and Janine Kushla
Marsha and Gary Landau
Beth Lange
Leslye Lapping
Joan Lardner Paul
Paul Larson
Monica Latz
Peter Laundy and Shirley 

Dugdale
Melissa Lawhorn
Mark Lazar
Marc-Paul Lee
Jacob Lesgold
Barbara and Jack Levie
Lauren Levy
Carolyn Lickerman
Susan and Roland Lieber
Adrienne B. Lieberman
Sharon Lieberman
Brook Lieon
Joan and Robert Linsenmeier
Bob and Lynn Lipman
Melissa and Alexander Lippitt
Rhita S. Lippitz
Marianne Littau and Jean 

O’Keefe
Martha Logan
Nell Logan
David and Laurie Ludgin
Chad and Leslie Luning
George Luscombe and Teresa 

Harkin
Janet Maher
Hajira Majid and Mark 

Marquardt
Margaret and Gordon Mallett
Robert Martin
Nancy  Mathyer
Barbara Mayers
Leah Mayers
Sheila McCarthy-Daskovsky
Elizabeth McCostlin
The Stephen & Janet McDonald 

Family Charitable Fund
Christine McGettigan
Maureen McGrath
Jacquelyn McGuire
Dan and Therese McKearnan
Roxane McLean
James McNamara
Jerry Meites
June Melchior

Susan W. Melczer
Linda Baldwin Mess
Patricia Seifer and Michael 

Smith
Joel and Greta Michael
Anita and Bill Miller
Shayle Miller
Jill Mittelhauser
Christopher Mohr
Wendy and Jeff Mohrenweiser
Mary Molinaro
Jenna Morgan
Joyce and Rick Morimoto
Mary Moring
Mary P. Morris
Archie Motley
Janice Mouton
Carol R. Mullins
Jen Munson
Patricia Mysza
Catherine Nagler
Ray Narducy
Marielle Newman
Marvolene Nicholson
Nancy Nicholson and Joe 

Zurawski
Carol and Brian Nielsen
Dewi Novianty
Rich O’Brien
Richard and Debra O’Brien
Tim and Karen O’Brien
Barbara and Daniel O’Keefe
James O’Laughlin
Melody and Ray O’Leary
Daniel and Trina Orbach
Jonathan Orlove
Marta Pappert
John Pastos
Deborah Horwitz and Paul 

Nierman
Morgan Paulus
Claire Pensyl
Jane and Jim Perkins
Michael and Mary Anne Perrine
Emily Peters and Peter Tingley
Sarah Petersen
Claire and Craig Peterson
Jennifer Pickering
Joanna Pinsky
Maria K. Udo and Lawrence H. 

Pinto
Eloine Plaut
Murli M. Podduturi
Mayre Press
Marilyn Price
Mike Puican and Mary Hawley
Barbara Rabyne

Jessica Radcliffe
Michael Raftery
Gail Rankin
Karyn Reif and Eric Gershuny
Phil and Peggy Reitz
Joey Rodger
Sylvie Romanowski
Matt Rooney
Doris Rosen
Noah Rosenblatt
Ruth Rosenthal
Billie Rosman and Family
Andrew J. Rowe
Rosalie Rownd
Ruetzel Burt Family Fund
John Rush
Julie and Steve Russell
Catherine Saccany
Ellen Sanderson
Toby and Richard Sawislak
Susan Schaffrath
Janice Schmitt
Russell Schreiner
Glenn and Marion Schwartz
Jacquelyn Seaman
Judith and Bruce Segal
Nancy Segal and David Melton
Marla and Douglas Seibold
Milner and Dale Seifert
Sew on Central
The James Shaeffer and Lynn 

Hughitt Fund
John and Pam Shaffer
Sandra Shane-DuBow
Larry Shawver
Wynn Shawver
Zhiheng Sheng
Joan Sherman
Victoria Shire
Harriet D. Simon
Ronald Sims
Mary and Prem Singh
Barbara J. Sittler
Gerri Sizemore
Waskow Slater Family Fund
Deborah Slaton
W. Rand Smith
Edwin Smolevitz
Terry Soto
Whitman Soule and Julie 

Coplon
Charles and Renate Staley
Jordan and Lauren Stark
Barbara S. Stone
Lily Strong
Anne Sullivan
Monica and Terry Sullivan
Ross Sweeney
David Taylor
Ladonna Taylor
Karen and Al Telser
Susan TePas

Larry and Edna TerMolen
Judy Thomas
Rose Thomas
Steven Thompson
Phebe Tinker
Robert J. Tootelian Jr.
Frank Tsai
Renee Tuckman
Annette Turow
Patricia and Mel Ulmer
Connie Uselman
David and Linda Uttal
Lara Vaive
Celestine Van Dorpe
Mark and Cheryl VanAusdal
Nancy VanBrundt and Connie 

Wood
Sarah Vanderwicken
Claire Waistell
Claire Walker
Craig Walker
Esther Wallen
Janet Waller
Judith Warschausky
Sandra Waxman and Steven 

Bussolari
Lea Weems and Ben Porter
Karen and Richard Weiland
Susan Weinstein and Steven 

Pasimeni
Marcie Weiss
Valerie and Robert Weiss
John and Lynn Welch
Anna and George Wells
K.B. Westerberg
Susan and Thomas Widell
Yolande Wilburn
Joan Wilkins
Mary-Ann Wilson and Mark 

Rosenbaum

Laura Winston
Christine Witnik
Michael and Carole Wonderlich
John Wright
Sara and Ram Yogev
Junko Yokota
Kevin G. Yost
Jeanie Young
Michelle Young
David Zarefsky
Eric Zenner
Helene Zimmerman-Plotkin 

and Steven Plotkin
Mark and Margie Zivin
Claire Zulkey and Steven 

Delahoyde

$1-$99	
Anonymous (41)
Ann Adams and Kent Bostick
Gilbert Adelstein
Gayle L. Anderson
Steven Andes
Aspasia Apostolakis Miller and 

Jay E. Milller
Peter B. Armacost
Marie Aspell
Barbara Auerbach
Laila Barcenas
Carol A. Barnett
Philip Barry
Mollie Bass and Ben 

Swartzendruber
Ann Batko
Hillary A. Bean
Thomas Benz
Gladys Bergman
Rebecca Berman
Emily Berry
Pradeep Berry

David Besanko
Kira Bigwood
Ayse Yekeler Bilgic and 

Mustafa Bilgic
Henry Binford
Jill Bishop
Lisa Blair
Lynn Blaustein Weiss
Joel Blechman and Carol 

Hirsh-Blechman
Marvin I. Bloom
Ange Bolton
David Borland
Brian Bowen
Christine S Bowman
Lona and Richard Bowman
Margaret Boyer
David Boyk
Margaret Bradford
Jan Braeutigam
Anne Branning
Kay Branz
Donald and Donna Brown
Doris and Gary Brown
Nancy Buik and Jeff Wegerson
Heidi Bush
Heather M. Butz
Rebecca Cacayuran
Suzanne and Stephen Carlson
Stephen and Virginia Carr
Susan Cary-Hanson
Christie and John Chandler-

Stahl
Vichy Chantarangkul
Elisabeth Clark
Hollis Clayson
Jean Clough and Karl Androes
Emma Cohen
Howard Cohen
Eileen Cohn

The Evanston Public Library gratefully 
acknowledges the contributions of our 
donors. 

Evanston steps up for the freedom to read.

When a series of bomb threats shuttered 
the Library this fall, Evanstonians stepped 
up with an outpouring of support including 
giving donations and wearing banned books 
tees in honor of the work we do every day to 
guarantee access to books and ideas. 

Across the country, libraries have been facing 
challenges to their materials on their shelves. 
We are grateful to the Evanston community 
for your commitment to the freedom to read 
and your continued support for the Library. 

SHOWING YOUR SUPPORT



Germaine Coleman-Newsome
Alfons M. W. Conley
Andrew Conroe
Ruth Cordes
Jeanine Coupe-Ryding
Christine Cox
Kay Coyne
Maureen Crowley
Katherine Culbert
Denise Cureton
Sandra Danforth
Jarrett Dapier
Susan Davis Friedman
Beth and Max Davis
Peter Debelak
Barbara and Richard DeCoster
Sophie Degener and  Mikki 

Ferenczi
Colleen Delaney
Nancy and Dennis Delman
M. Denise Denholm
Diane M. Denk
Caitlin DesSoye
Alfred Deutsch
Mary Jo Deysach
Michael Dickenson and Jan 

Augustyn
Nicole Dobrowolski
Jennifer Dougherty
Carol Drake
Denise Drane
Ann and Jim Driscoll
Gwyn Duthie
Nicole and Tom Duval
Jackie and Bruce Eddy
Linda Edelstein
Sandra Edelstein
Patricia Egan
Zhila Ellis
Barbara Ellson
James and Judith Elsass
Kathryn Endo
Mark and Eve Epstein
Christina Ernst
William Etienne
Martha Evens
Barbara Fabian
Rivera Family
Lois Farley Shuford
Elaine and Tim Feddersen
Kate Feldstein
Julie and Ed Feldy
Elizabeth Ferguson
Kathleen Ferrin
Paul Fields
Ori Fienberg
Jennifer Fisher

Kathryn Flore
Elzbieta Foeller-Pituch
Ellen and Marc Fogelberg
Frank Forst
Dita Francis
Nessia Frank
Nancy Friday
William Friedman
Regina Friedrich
Tamar and Elliot Frolichstein-

Appel
Allen Gabor and Nancy Pinchar
Cliff and Barbara Ganan
Mary M. Gardiner
Melissa Garvey
Tyler Geldernick
Shelley and Michael Gibbons
Hope Gillespie
Roger J. Girard
Kate Glas
Maureen Glasoe
Stephen and Krista Gliva
Catherine Gobbi
Marjorie Goldman and Jack 

Gross
Zoila Gonzalez
Gary Goodfriend
Stephen Goranson
Jill Graham
Jennifer Grandy
Mikhail Grant
Rachel Greeley
Susan Greenwood
Dale Griffin
Judy Groothuis
Valerie Grotheer
Anthony Gudwien
Thomas Gunning
Robert and Jean Guritz
Joseph and Sally Hageman
Doreen Hagerty
Sharon and Robert 

Handelsman
Dan and Virginia Hansvick
James and Kathleen Hardgrove
Judith Haring
Katherine Hart
Lynn Hart
Todd Hasak-Lowy
John W. Hawes and Mary 

McArthur
Nancy Head
Jennifer and Craig Heckathorne
Annalese Henry
Debra A. Hill
Michael Hillbruner
Barbara Hoff

Dana Hoffman
Stephen Hoffner
Rosemarie Hohol
Mary L. Hotson
Evan Howell
Laurie Howick
Renee Hunter
Marlene and Rose Huttner
Lisa and Mark Jacob
Amanda Jacobs
Eric and Inez Jacobson
Lise Jacobson
Jan Janz
Susan and Gary Johnson
Vivienne Jones and Chris 

McMahon
Duchyll Joseph
Adam Kahn
Janice Kazmier
Lynn Kean
Barbara Keeley
Joanne Kelly
Emma Kennedy
Philip Kenny
Anne Kent
Helen King
Adina Kleiman
Dolores Koenig
Elizabeth and Christopher 

Kramer
Susan Kraut
Valerie and Keith Kretchmer
Linda Kruhmin
Michael and Sheila Kulycky
Samantha Kundert
Karen and Larry Kurtzon
Rufus Laggren
Sarah Landis
Marti and George Lannert
Katherine Lauderbaugh
Michele Lazar and Jack Crane
Jane Levine
Lisa Levine
Susan Lewis
Julie Lipkin and Michael Green
Charles Logan
Elizabeth Logan
Diane Lotko-Baker and Don 

Baker
Edward  Lott
Dale Lubotsky
Margaret Lucansky
Larry P. Lundy
Sally Macnamara
Florence Malizola
Mann Family
Carole Mark

Lesley Matsa
Jennifer Matthews
Jonathan Markowicz and Ruth 

Wenger
Thomas Maury
Carol and Alf McConnell
L.E. McGuire
Sheila McGuire
Ben and Diane Melnick
Amy Melnicsak
Susan Mendelsohn
Danqing Meng
Stefano Mereu
Marlene Meyer
Alyssa Miller
Annie Milstead
Melissa Mizwa
Marianne and Tom Moberly
Jeanne and Victor Monty
Paul and Jill Morse
Terri Mountjoy-Pepka
Theresa and Michael Murray
Betty and Todd Musberger
Joseph Na
Sara Nelli
Margaret Nelson
Wendy Nelson
Katherine S New
Paul Nguyen
Brad Norrick
Christie Norrick
Linda O’Mahoney
Jennifer O’Neil
Howard & Julie Oppenheimer
Jennifer Parello
Mary Parisoe
Marie-Simone Pavlovich
Jenny Peel
PEO Sisterhood Chapter JS
Beth and Ted Perez
Johanna Peterson
Greg Philipaitis
Abigail Pickus
Kay and Craig Pierson
Tracy Pitlosh
Mickey Poland
The Polley Family 
Gregory Pool
Constance E. Porteous
Katherine Potamites
Carolyn Potts
Pamela Powell Rosenbusch
Susan Powell
Michael Powers
Patrice and Bob Prescott
Carla and Allan Price
Gail Prince

Abbey Prujan
Bob and Patty Reece
Barbara Resnick
Wendy Reutebuch and Peter 

Kaeding
Toni Rey
Hermann Riecke
Miriam and David Riggle
Eugene Ring
Julie Johnson and Lance Rips
Julie and Felipe Rivera
Linda Rivera
Lesa Rizzolo
Dana Robeznieks
Sara Rolen
Aaron Rose
Jessica Rosenbaum
Matthew Rosenberg
Kathleen Rospenda
Penny Rotheiser and Mark 

Wolfinger
Krysti Roy
Alan and Patty Rubin
Neal and Bonnie Rubin
Sandra and Donald Rubovits
Joan and John Rudnicki
Lynn Russell
RJ Ryan-Novak
Monica and Brad Sageman
Alicia Salinas Martinez
Arnold and Lois Samuels
David Sanders
Elizabeth Sandler
Karen G. Sandler
Leonard and Arlene Scane
Mr. and Mrs. Tony Schiller
Lauren Schultz
Barbara Schwartz
Dorothy Scott
Patricia Seifer
Bevin Seifert
Linsey Seitz
Linda and Mike Selway
Susan and Jeffrey Shaman
Karen Shankman
F. Sheppard Shanley
Kay Shannon
Britt Shawver
Mark Sheldon
Irwin Shiffman
Jennifer Shreve
Bob and Lois Shuford
Stanford and Claire Shulman
Rich and Alma Shure
Leora and David Siegel
Vicki Siegelman and David 

Baldwin

 Paula Cofresi-Silverstein
Michael Simon
Lisa Simone
David Singer
Michael Sirota and Roberta 

Levinson-Sirota
Thomas and Susan Slocum
Brooke Smart
Martha Smith
Sue Smock-Lawson
Erik Snapp
Haris Sofradzija
Marjorie Soule
Cassie Sparkman
Robert and Kimberly Springer
Erika Stadter
Margaret Stapleton
Nancy Starkman
Joanne  Stefanick
Linda Steiner
Melinda Storie
Kim and Drew Stover
Martha Strong
Jamie Swartzer
Bob Taylor
Fran Teller
Margaret Thielen
Melva Thomas
Patricia A. Thrash
Lois Trautvetter
Jason Turow-Paul
Betsy and James Uzzell
Daniela Val
Emmanuel Valdez
Peter Van de Motter
Mary Vanderbeck
Anita Victorn
Howard Voeks
Christopher Vuturo
Darin Walsh
Cheryl Wassenaar
Holly Waterman
Merry Weed
Irwin Weil
Mary West
Jane Wickencamp
Katrin Wiemers
Jennifer Willbanks
Deborah Williams
Alison Witt-Janssen
Julie Womack
Thomas and Carol Wren
Charles Yarnoff and Christiane 

Djuric
Yevgeniya Zamshteyn
Virginia and Robert Zboralski
Joanne Zolomij

The Evanston Public Library gratefully 
acknowledges the contributions of our 
donors. 

...We can’t do it without you. 
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